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May 2010 

Hi Everyone, 

 

Well a few things have been happening in the last little while. 

 

Five of us, Eric Summers, Peter Johnson, Harry and Val Leftwich,  

and myself, recently went to the Robina High School to video their 

school musical ‘The Wedding Singer’.  We had five cameras, cov-

ering different angles, and were there at the dress rehearsal.   

Editing this 2 hour musical will be a mammoth job for us, and I am 

hoping that we can perhaps share the task between some of us.  Eric suggests that if 

the volunteers would each edit perhaps, say 20 minutes, then it may not be such a 

chore and we may even enjoy the challenge! 

 

Because the club has taken on this task we will not be charged for using the school   

facilities for Alvin this year.  We may also get to see some videos produced by some of 

their students.  Alvin is on 28th July, so we need the entries in by the 26th June. 

 

Please make an effort to present a video for Alvin, even if it is short and sweet. 

 

The FAMM convention was also held on the Sunshine Coast in May, and Glenda has 

her report attached.  Also QMM is having a competition, so if you’d like to enter, the 

forms are attached. 

 

Our next club meeting is on Wednesday 9th June - I look forward to seeing you there. 
 

David Fennell (President) 
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The Mayor of the Sunshine Coast opened proceedings on the first night, where GCVCC’s one min-

ute movie “A Matter of Opinion” won the night.  A business meeting took up Tuesday morning 

where Mark Tunningley from the ACT Club was elected as the new President of FAMM and Joan 

Rennie from our Club was elected to be Queensland representative on the Board.  We had some in-

teresting speakers on the Tuesday afternoon – a lecturer from Bond University showed work from 

the students – rather different from our sort of videos.   We have an invitation to go to Bond Univer-

sity some time and have a look at their facilities. 

 

Wednesday was excursion day – half the group going to Australia Zoo and the other half taking a 

boat trip up to the Cooloola  Everglades.  The weather was perfect and a great day was had by all, 

with plenty of opportunities for video or photography. Wednesday night the official handing over 

by Past President Ron Gregson took place at the dinner, which was accompanied by “Storytelling” 

– which proved to be very entertaining, much of it old movies or stills with a “story” being told live 

– which is really what we do when we make a movie, we just record it! 
 

Thursday was a full day of workshops, with everyone being involved in either acting out given 

scripts or  doing the filming and directing. 
 

Thursday night all the awards were given out – a selection of videos having been shown on both the 

Tuesday and Thursday nights.   Newcastle Video Makers beat our Gold Coast Club for the Federa-

tion Shield by just two marks – as they did at last Convention – we shall have to try harder next 

time!   Garth & I were fortunate enough to obtain second place in the Five Best Awards, so received 

a nice trophy.   Also handed out that night were the trophies for the Most Improved Video Maker 

from each Club – and Valerie Leftwich collected this from our Club. 
 

The last day was Friday – a question and answer session proved very popular in the morning – eve-

ryone wished it had been longer.   In the afternoon everyone boarded a bus, and after a tour round 

Noosa arrived at the old Majestic Theatre in Pomona, which is the oldest continually running thea-

tre in Australia, where we saw two of the real old time silent films – it makes you wonder how on 

earth they did some of those stunts with cars in the old days.  It was a good finish to the convention, 

the old Wurlitzer organ played during the films with appropriate music gave great atmosphere – we 

were all invited to cheer the heroes and boo the villains.  A delicious afternoon tea and dinner was 

served between films, and as usual at these Conventions, the singing of  “Now is the Hour” was the 

finishing note. 

 
I think we all learnt something, and more importantly, renewed acquaintances with people from all round 

Australia 

 
Glenda 

FAMM convention report 

Nine of our Club members attended the FAMM Convention at the 

Australis Noosa Lakes Convention Centre – all states except West-

ern Australia were represented. 

 
We had a great week, and all went well, except for some rather embarrass-

ing technical difficulties with sound and projection, which were no fault of 

the committee, having been assured the Convention centre had the latest 

equipment - but in the best tradition, the show went on regardless. 
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Australis Noosa Lakes Convention Centre 

Val receiving most improved award 

Garth and Glenda receiving 2nd place in the 5 best movies. 
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George Way ,Merv Bengstead and new President Mark 

Action at the workshop 
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